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The San Francisco Gold Rush
Gold was first discovered in San Francisco in 1848 and within a short period, news had spread fast across entire America. By June, four to five thousand miners were already working in the gold district with most its population comprising of adult males.[footnoteRef:1] President Polk while addressing Congress confirmed of the discovery of gold in California which prompted more people across the country to join the rush. With the situation capturing the attention of many Americans, many newspaper articles were published depicting different concerns expected to emerge. The following newspaper articles were identified; the Manchester Weekly Times and Examiner, the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, and The Placer Herald. Based on these three news articles, the paper seeks to comparatively discuss the gold rush, its impacts, and decline then provide a conclusion on the issue. [1:  Cole, Daniel H., and Elinor Ostrom. 2012. Property in land and other resources. Cambridge, Mass: Lincoln Institute of Land Policy.
] 

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle’s article published on Dec 11, 1848, aimed at assuring Americans that the gold rush was to benefit the region in many ways. Emphasis was on the letter of Colonel Mason that contained an intelligent, interesting and authentic account regarding the gold region.[footnoteRef:2] To prove that most people had anticipated the gold rush it identified people from Philadelphia and Baltimore to have intended to move to California. The same was the case with New York with about a hundred vessels expected to set sail from.[footnoteRef:3] The impression many had was that the gold rush would open up doors for development with businesses and institutions being among the main priorities. With such developments, the region was expected to be influential to even as far as East Asia. [2:  The Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 1848. "California Gold Rush Will Have Positive Effects And Will Lead To California Statehood" 1848. https://www.newspapers.com/clip/23850966/opinion_that_california_gold_rush_will/
]  [3:  The Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 1848. "California Gold Rush Will Have Positive Effects And Will Lead To California Statehood" 1848. https://www.newspapers.com/clip/23850966/opinion_that_california_gold_rush_will/
] 

The region was further described to have a conducive climate, finest bays and harbors in the world, and fertile soils as compared to the Atlantic region.[footnoteRef:4] Accompanied by the discovery of valuable minerals, California was highly anticipated to hold the future potential to join the Union. The situation took advantage of the challenges America was facing due to capitalists in London. The gold rush held the potential to change this by making New York as a powerful city. This is because after the construction of a railroad to the Mississippi goods were bound to easily reach New York to be exported.[footnoteRef:5] Additionally, the fact that the situation was similar to Old Spain was an added advantage to lure more people. [4:  Ibid.]  [5:  Ibid.] 

In contrast to the above ideology, the Manchester Weekly Times and Examiner of December 26, 1848, noted that the issue would present more negative effects. From an economic perspective, a large group of people collecting themselves together with the thought of gaining fall at risk of losing the habit of steady and continuous industrial development.[footnoteRef:6] Eventually, the resources were deemed to get depleted resulting in the emergence of a scattered disorganized population. As people made the gold rush, the collapse of other creative and productive industries was inevitable. The gold rush was further expected to cause more importation of basic goods in the name of exporting minerals. Even when people were set to gain from the mines the percentage that would not benefit would be subjected to all types of privations.[footnoteRef:7] The competition that would be created in the market would lead to cash being prioritized when conducting transactions. Lastly, those in successful businesses were cautioned not to be swayed by the gold rush since, in the long run, those in power were after utilizing their efforts to make a fortune out of the situation leaving them in dire conditions than they were in before.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  The Manchester Weekly Times and Exminer. 1848. "Negative Effects Of The California Gold Rush". https://www.newspapers.com/clip/23849695/newspaper_article_gives_predictions/
]  [7:  Ibid.]  [8:  The Manchester Weekly Times and Exminer. 1848. "Negative Effects Of The California Gold Rush". https://www.newspapers.com/clip/23849695/newspaper_article_gives_predictions/
] 

While the initial articles focus on the positivities and negativities of the gold rush, The Placer Herald’s article of November 19th, 1853 focused on the status of the gold mines. To some extent, the press was to be held responsible for its active role in the gold rush.[footnoteRef:9] Compared to the initial production when mining began 80,000 persons produced a minimum of 110,000 ounces weekly, 120,000 persons could barely produce 35,000 ounces in the same period.[footnoteRef:10] The article perhaps was in support of shutting down the mines in consideration of how rapidly they were being depleted, how scattered they were and their superficial character. Alternatively, reasoned out that it was rather beneficial if other mines could be established to support some of the miners as other industries were to be established to support the remaining. Further emphasis was directed towards ensuring that extravagant estimates associated with the rush be put to an end so as to discourage movement into the region.[footnoteRef:11] From observations, it would seem that certain groups of the society were out to profit from the business before it came to an end without any regards of those who would be affected. The article proved this through the many miners who conformed to the situation regardless of a continuous flow of people to the mines. [9:  The Placer Herald. 1853. "Produce Of The Gold Field", 1853. https://www.newspapers.com/clip/23852639/letter_says_amount_of_gold_is_declining/
]  [10:  The Placer Herald. 1853. "Produce Of The Gold Field", 1853. https://www.newspapers.com/clip/23852639/letter_says_amount_of_gold_is_declining/
]  [11:  Ibid.] 

In conclusion, as the gold rush came to an end in 1852, an estimated 250,000 had migrated into California. As The Brooklyn Daily Eagle article suggested, California experienced numerous economic growth including that of San Francisco growing from a port city into a banking, manufacturing, shipping and trade center. Likewise, as identified by Manchester Weekly Times and Examiner, there were negative effects. Cultural conflicts between natives and foreigners become rampant with cases of loss of lives being recorded. From The Placer Herald’s article, if the campaign for the gold rush was to some extent limited, much of the situation could have been elevated. Americans became aware that other industries were similarly important.
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